Mr. Reynolds
Sentencing Scenarios

Application Activity


For each of the following cases, decide upon a sentencing for the offender. Outline the rationale for your decision, including which sentencing objective is most important. The maximum sentence allowed for the offence is shown in parentheses at the end of each case.
R v. Welch


Welch was an 18 year old when he and several others robbed a grocery store of $3200. Weapons and disguises were used. He robbed a small county store 30 days later and the victim was treated roughly. Welsh was apprehended, and while out on bail, he and others robbed two Calgary service stations at gunpoint, departing from the crime scenes in Welch’s car. Evidence at trial indicated that Welch came from a stable, supportive family, and he had done well in school and in community activities. He had hung around with friends who had a bad influence on him, and he had been somewhat out of control for four years. (Life Imprisonment)

R v. Travis


Travis was charged with theft of just over $17 worth of pens, markers, and other items from the University of Western Ontario bookstore. At the time of the offence, Travis had already purchased $125 worth of goods and had $36 in his wallet. He was enrolled in the M.B.A. program after completing his undergraduate work. Evidence indicated that he had been under emotional stress because of problems with his family and with his university studies. Prior to his trial, Travis apologized to the bookstore management and offered to work in the store on a voluntary basis as a penalty for his offence and as a form of compensation. (2 years imprisonment) 

R v. Campbell


Campbell had been drinking in a bar all evening when he exchanged words with the 59 year old victim. The words led to punches and the two men had to be separated by bar staff. Later that evening, the victim left the premises, and Campbell followed him out and started fighting. Witnesses testified that, after the victim was on the ground and defenceless, Campbell punched and kicked him in the face. The force of the blows caused the cheekbone to breakaway from the base of the victim’s skull and he died. It was determined that both men were heavily intoxicated while fighting. Campbell pleaded guilty to the lesser charge of manslaughter. His lawyer asked for leniency in Campbell’s sentencing because he had no prior convictions for violent crimes and had been slightly provoked by the victim. Also he acknowledged his alcohol problem, showed genuine remorse for what happened and had been in detention fro nine months pending trial. (Life Imprisonment) 

